
Fw: ACTION: NPR State Impact Oklahoma
Nichole Foster  to: Dawn Ison 01/10/2013 10:11 AM

From: Nichole Foster/R6/USEPA/US

To: Dawn Ison/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, 

At the very bottom, in Peter's email is to media question from NPR and David Gray's email is the 
response that was drafted.

Enjoy!!

----- Forwarded by Nichole Foster/R6/USEPA/US on 01/10/2013 10:09 AM -----

From: Blake Atkins/R6/USEPA/US
To: Nichole Foster/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 01/09/2013 12:58 PM
Subject: Fw: ACTION:  NPR State Impact Oklahoma

_____________________
Blake Atkins, Chief
Drinking Water Section
EPA Region 6 – Dallas
214-665-2297

----- Forwarded by Blake Atkins/R6/USEPA/US on 01/09/2013 12:58 PM -----

From: William Honker/R6/USEPA/US
To: David Gray/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: Peter Grevatt/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Jennah Durant/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Travis 

Loop/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, John Senn/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Blake Atkins/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Diane Taheri/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 01/09/2013 12:55 PM
Subject: Re: Fw: ACTION:  NPR State Impact Oklahoma

David - looks good.  I would just suggest using "resource" instead of "budget" at the end of the first line.

Bill

Bill Honker, P.E.
Director, Water Quality Protection Division
EPA Region 6 - Dallas, TX
Phone 214-665-7101
Fax 214-665-7373
Cell 214-551-3619

David Gray 01/09/2013 12:46:32 PMPeter  and Bill -  Yes - I think your characterizatio...

From: David Gray/R6/USEPA/US
To: William Honker/R6/USEPA/US, Peter Grevatt/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: Jennah Durant/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Travis Loop/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, John 

Senn/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Blake Atkins/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Diane 
Taheri/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 01/09/2013 12:46 PM
Subject: Re: Fw: ACTION:  NPR State Impact Oklahoma



Peter  and Bill - 

Yes - I think your characterization is good. I would offer a few tweaks to it. 

EPA has been working closely with officials from Oklahoma to address serious deficiencies in their ability 
to carry out the federally delegated drinking water program in the state. We are aware of the budget 
challenges facing the state's drinking water program and we will continue working closely with them to 
identify the appropriate next steps once we have a clearer sense of the outcome of the legislative session. 
EPA believes the states are best situated to run the drinking water programs and most states in the 
country do so.

David

William Honker 01/09/2013 11:42:49 AMPeter - we're getting similar inquiries at the Regi...
Peter Grevatt 01/09/2013 11:33:06 AMHi Bill. Please see the question from NPR on Okl...

From: Peter Grevatt/DC/USEPA/US
To: William Honker/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 01/09/2013 11:33 AM
Subject: Fw: ACTION:  NPR State Impact Oklahoma

Hi Bill. Please see the question from NPR on Oklahoma below.  My inclination would be to say that we are 
aware of the budget challenges facing the OK drinking water program and we will be working closely with 
them to identify the appropriate next steps once we have a clearer sense of the outcome of the legislative 
session.  Does this sound right to you?

Peter Grevatt, Ph.D.
Director, Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water
U.S. EPA,
1200 PA Ave., NW
Mail Code 4601-M
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-3750

-----Forwarded by John Senn/DC/USEPA/US on 01/09/2013 11:26AM ----- 
To: Travis Loop/DC/USEPA/US, John Senn/DC/USEPA/US
From: Julia Valentine/DC/USEPA/US
Date: 01/09/2013 11:19AM
Cc: David Cohen/DC/USEPA/US
Subject: ACTION: NPR State Impact Oklahoma

Deadline:  (checking)
Outlet:  NPR's StateImpact Oklahoma
Reporter:  Logan Layden, loganlayden@ou.edu, 405-568-2425
Topic:  working on a story about the possibility that Oklahoma could lose 'primacy' when it comes to its 
PWSS program.
Questions:  If OK legislature doesn't approve the money needed to fund three rules put in place in 2006 
by the EPA, our state DEQ will lose its regulatory responsibilities when it comes to safe drinking water, 
and the federal grants to the state revolving funds would be cut off. I'm just wondering if this is 
happening in any other state, or if Oklahoma is the only one on the edge of losing primacy in regulating 
the safety of drinking water. If it's not happening anywhere else now, has it in the past? 



Julia P. Valentine
Press Office, U.S. EPA HQ
Office of the Administrator
202.564.0496 direct
202.779.0084 mobile


